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The LaTe Bronze age To earLy Iron age chronoLogIcaL sequence 
from The sITe of The askLupIs In The norTheasT koan regIon 
Salvatore Vitale

<his contriJution discusses in Null Nor the first time the 4ate *ronze Age (4*A) and -arla Iron Age (-IA) 
materials Nrom the AsSlupis, a prehistoric and protohistoric village located on the hill slopes oN 5ount DiSaios 
in the northeast 3oan region. Despite the small sample size and other Jiases, _hich are criticalla addressed in 
the te`t, the evidence presented in this article sheds ne_ light on the occupational seYuence oN the AsSlupis and 
provides insights aJout the Nunction oN the site Jet_een the ��th and the �0th centuries *.C. 
:ecent field_orS in northeast 3os has demonstrated the e`istence oN a comple` net_orS oN sites organized 
around the maRor settlements oN the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon. As sho_n Ja the occurrence oN 4*A 
IA, 4ate 0elladic (40) IIIA2 to 40 III*, 40 IIIC 5iddle�4ate, and 4ate Protogeometric materials, 
the AsSlupis _as one oN the second�tier rural sites _here human activities intensified during the phases _hen 
the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon Æourished. <hanSs to the diverse natural resources oٺered Ja the 
surrounding area, the AsSlupis provided a convenient seasonal Jase Nor diٺerent tapes oN endeavors centered 
around these t_o maRor settlements. 5oreover, in times oN perceived threats, its protected location oٺered a saNe 
shelter Nor the larger communities that normalla resided at the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon.

Introduction

<his article presents in full for the first time the 
Late Bronze Age (LBA) and Early Iron Age (EIA) 
finds from the Asklupis, a rural site located on 
the hill slopes of  5ount Dikaios in the northeast 
3oan region (figs. ���)�. <he materials deri^e from 
old 1talian e`ca^ations and earla sur^ea proRects 
on the island, _hich _ere carried out in the �!40¼s 
and the �!�0¼s respecti^ela (see Jelo_, Research 
Jackground). Despite the small sample size, the 
dearth of  conte`tual e^idence, and the occurrence 
of  maRor Jiases in the methodologa of  e`ca^ation 
and sur^ea at the times the materials _ere reco^�
ered, the data presented in this studa ha^e t_o 
important outcomes. .irst, thea shed ne_ light 
on the occupational sequence of  the site. Second, 
Jased on our current understanding of  settlement 
patterns on northeast 3os, thea pro^ide important 

insights aJout the function of  the Asklupis area at 
different times during the LBA and the E1A. 

The data set is analyzed and discussed in six 
parts. <he first is focused on research Jackground. 
<he second e`amines the location of  the site and 
its kea landscape features in terms of  suJsistence 
and natural resources. <he third, fourth, and fifth 
sections are de^oted to the analasis of  ceramics 
and small finds. .inalla, the si`th part discusses the 
significance of  the data and pro^ides some final 
statements aJout the main chronological and cul�
tural implications of  this studa. 

<his article stems from the _ork of  the ¹Serra�
glio, Eleona, and Langada Archaeological ProRectº 
(SELAP), a research endea^or directed on 3os Ja 
S. >itale and C. 5c6amee under the scientific ae�
gis of  the 1talian Archaeological School at Athens2.

� <his paper could not ha^e Jeen _ritten _ithout the as�
sistance pro^ided Ja the author¼s friends and colleagues 
currentla or formerla emploaed Ja the Ephorate of An�
tiquities of Dodecanese, especialla 5. Chalkiti, <. 5ar�
ketou, 5. 5ichailidou, .. Seroglou, and E. Skerlou. 
Additional thanks are due to C. 5c6amee, .. 6ani, B. 
Rueff, and A. >an de 5oortel for their useful comments 
on the suJRects e`amined _ithin this article. 

2 SELAP¼s 200! to 202� seasons _ere made possiJle through 
grants from the 5inistra of  Education, Lifelong Learning 
and Religious Affairs of  the 0ellenic RepuJlic# the 1nsti�
tute for Aegean Prehistora (16S<AP)# the ShelJa ?hite 
Leon Le^a Program for Archaeological PuJlications# the 
=ni^ersita of  CalaJria# the 5editerranean Archaeologi�
cal <rust# and the Rust .amila .oundation. SELAP is also 
^era grateful to the former and present Directors of  the 
1talian Archaeological School at Athens, Emanuele Greco 
and Emanuele Papi, for logistical and scientific support to 
the proRect. .or pre^ious summaries of  SELAP¼s research, 
see >itale 20�2# >itale et alii 20��.

Ocnus �2 (2024)" 2��4�# doi" �0.�2 ���7C6=S�202# 1SS6 ��22�����# ___.ocnus.uniJo.it



Salvatore Vitale2 

.ig. �. 5aps of northeast 3os including the main sites and areas under SEALP¼s studa, _ith the addition of the 
settlement of Aaios Panteleimon from 3ASP¼s in^estigations (a" Jase map from Google Earth adapted Ja C. 5c6a�
mee, S. >itale, and <. 5arketou# J" C. 5c6amee and S. >itale).
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.ig. �. LBA Places of 1nterest (Po1s) identified during 3ASP¼s 20�  and 20�! field seasons in SuJ�
Areas A.��2, 4 (sho_n in red and Jlue). Po1s �� and �20 correspond to the pre^iousla identified 
sites of the Asklupis and <roulli. 7ther sites identified Jefore 3ASP¼s research are added to the 
original 3ASP map as Jlack dots (C. 5c6amee, S. >itale, and <. 5arketou after >itale et alii 
202�" ���, fig.  ). 

.ig. 2. Significant landscape features characterizing the Jroader 
Asklupis area (C. 5c6amee and S. >itale). 
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:esearch JacSground

<he archeological site of  the Asklupis (figs. 
���) _as first identified in the spring of  �!4� Ja 
G. Lazzara. .ollo_ing Lazzara¼s disco^era, rescue 
e`ca^ations _ere carried out from 5aa  th to the 
�2th of  the same aear Ja L. 5orricone (Morricone 
�!��" 2���2��, figs. 2�0�224). SuJsequentla, dur�
ing the months of  2une�2ula �!�� and 2ula �!� , 
the Asklupis area _as again e`plored in the con�
te`t of  the e`tensi^e sur^ea conducted in the Do�
decanese Ja R. 0ope Simpson and 2... LazenJa 
(0ope Simpson and LazenJa �!�0" �����, figs. 
���, pls. �!�20). 

5orricone¼s e`ca^ations Jrought to light four 
Earla Bronze Age (EBA) 2 gra^es, including three 
pithos Jurials and one stone�lined pit, as _ell as 
some unstratified materials from a trial trench dug 
in the ^icinita of  the tomJs. 0ope Simpson and 
LazenJa¼s e`plorations resulted in the collection 
of  a small assemJlage of  surface finds scattered on 
top and around the Asklupis 0ill. <he materials 
from 5orricone¼s trial trench and 0ope Simpson 
and LazenJa¼s sur^ea had a _ide chronological 
range, spanning from the .inal 6eolithic (.6) � to 
the Roman period. 

1n the last �� aears, the puJlished and unpuJ�
lished prehistoric and protohistoric finds reco^ered 
Ja 5orricone and 0ope Simpson and LazenJa 
_ere re�e`amined Ja SELAP�. SELAP¼s studa fol�
lo_ed a multi�disciplinara approach that included 
the follo_ing components" landcsape analasis# 
geological prospections# the conte`tual studa of  
the tomJs and their materials (consisting of  pot�
tera ̂ essels, human osteological remains, and ̂ ari�
ous tapes of  small finds)# the macroscopic faJric 
e`amination of  all ceramic finds from the gra^es, 
5orricone¼s trial trench, and 0ope Simpson and 
LazenJa¼s sur^ea# and an on�going program of  ar�
chaeometric analases, _hich are currentla in pro�
gress4. <hus far, SELAP¼s puJlished _ork on the 
materials from the Asklupis _as mostla focused on 
the time span Jet_een the .6 � and the EBA 2 
phases, _hile the LBA and E1A finds, _hich form 
the main suJRect of  the present contriJution, _ere 

onla discussed JrieÆa (>itale et alii 20��" 22��22!, 
taJ. 1, fig. 2# >itale 20�!" ��, �!, taJs. �, 4).

5ost recentla, Jet_een 20�  and 202�, 
the Asklupis region _as also e`plored Ja the 
ɟ žƊŶƂźžŶſϾ ϳƅźƉƂŶ ƇƈƄ ƂżƇϿ ƈżƆ Ũƍ � 3os Ar�
chaeological Sur^ea ProRect (3ASP). Directed Ja 
5. 5ichailidou and <. 5arketou in collaJoration 
_ith >itale and 5c6amee, 3ASP is the first in�
tensi^e sur^ea e^er conducted on 3os _ith mod�
ern archaeological methodologies (5c6amee et 
alii 202�# >itale et alii 202�).

Site location

<he toponam Asklupis originalla indicated a 
lo_ limestone hill, located on the slopes of  5ount 
Dikaios. At the time of  5orricone¼s e`ca^ations, 
the name Asklupis _as also used to refer to the 
_ider region situated Jet_een the ri^ers Ana^olia, 
currentla called <soukalaria, and Platas (5orri�
cone �!��" 2���2��, fig. 2�0), _here the pediment 
gradually transitions into the northeast Koan al�
lu^ial plain (figs. ���).

5orricone¼s e`ca^ations of  the EBA 2 Juri�
als and the close Ja trial trench _ere e`ecuted 
respecti^ela inside the ri^erJed and on the Janks 
of  a seasonal triJutara of  the Ana^olia Ri^er. 
<his small stream, _hich _as called Glakopera�
ma, _as located circa 200 meters northeast of  
the Asklupis 0ill (5orricone �!��" 2���2��, figs. 
2�0�224# 0ope Simpson and LazenJa �!�0" ��, 
_ith footnote ��). <he finds from 0ope Simp�
son and LazenJa¼s sur^ea, _hich _ere collected 
on and around the Asklupis 0ill, indicated that a 
settlement also e`isted in the ^icinita of  the EBA 
2 cemetera. <his fact _as recentla confirmed Ja 
3ASP¼s _ork (0ope Simpson and LazenJa �!�0" 
�����, figs. ���, pls. �!�20# 5c6amee et alii 202�" 
 �� 2, figs. ��2, �). 

<he Jroader Asklupis area is characterized 
Ja sparse groups of  lo_ hilltops, easila defensiJle 
lands, naturalla protected on all sides Ja 5ount 
Dikaios, and numerous _ater courses, _hich pro�
^ide good _ater supplies (figs. ���). <he Asklupis 
area also had easa access to grazing lands, small 
agricultural terraces located along allu^ial drain�
ages, and, possiJla, _ild game (>itale 20��" 4!���# 
>itale et alii 20��" 2�4�2��, figs. ���). 

Recent geological prospections ha^e demon�
strated that natural resources for the production 
of  different tapes of  artifacts e`isted in the up�
lands around the Asklupis. <hese included _ork�
aJle rocks for the manufacture of  stone tools, such 
as hammerstones and ground stone tools, as _ell 

� >itale 20��# >itale 20�!# >itale et alii 20��# >itale and 
5orrison 20� .

4 <his program includes" (a) Petrographic and neutron 
acti^ation analases of  the pottera finds# (J) Analases of  
D6A and carJon, nitrogen, and strontium isotopes from 
the human osteological remains from the EBA 2 Jurials# 
and (c) RadiocarJon analases of  the Jones from the same 
EBA 2 cemetera (see >itale et alii 20��" 2���2� , 24��
24 , 2�4�2�!, taJs. @, @111, @>�@>111, figs. �� , � �24).
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as ra_ claas, ri^er sands, and suitaJle rock tem�
pering materials for the manufacture of  ceramic 
^essels (>itale et alii 20��" 2��# >itale 20�!" �0��4, 
taJ. 4, pl. �). 

?hile easila defensiJle and pro^ided _ith a di�
^erse range of  resources, Jecause of  the hilla ter�
rain, the dearth of  large plateaus, and the small 
size of  possiJle agricultural terraces, the Asklupis 
area _as not suitaJle for the construction of  large 
settlements. 1nstead, in the .6 � to EBA 2, the 
LBA, and the E1A periods, this region _as an ide�
al setting for small rural ^illages, _hich maa ha^e 
Jeen particularla important in certain seasons, for 
e`ample for upland grazing (>itale et alii 20��" 
2��# >itale 20� " ����2).

3oan Ceramic Classification Sastem

Localla manufactured and imported ^essels 
from the Asklupis can Je identified and descriJed 
according to the 3oan Ceramic Classification 
Sastem (3CCS), a comprehensi^e analatical tool 
organized according to four hierarchically applied 
criteria (taJs. ���)�. <hese criteria include" (a) Pot�
tera tradition (Local ^s. Entangled ^s. 5inoan ^s. 
5acenaean ^s. Greek E1A)# (J) Decorati^e treat�
ment (Painted ^s. =npainted)# (c) Color (Pale ^s. 
Grea ^s. Red ^s. Dark ^s. Black)# and (d) Size 
of  non�plastic inclusions (¹.ineº ^s. ¹5edium�
Coarseº ̂ s. ¹Coarseº)�. <he Jenefits of  the 3CCS 
for the initial identification and classification of  
large pottera assemJlages are simplicita, consist�
enca, and Æe`iJilita. 1n addition, this sastem pro�
^ides a reada and easa tool to assess and compare 
maRor cultural trends in deposits from different 
conte`ts and regions (for a similar approach, see 
Rutter �!!�" ����4, _ith pre^ious JiJliographa).

?hile the cultural associations of  5inoan, 5a�
cenaean, and Greek E1A pottera traditions can 
Je easila understood Jased on their names, some 
clarification is needed aJout the character of  3oan 
Local and Entangled <radition classes (see >itale 
20��" �� # >itale 20� " especialla 2����). <he 
main features of  3oan Local <radition ceramics 

_ere elaJorated during the time span Jet_een the 
.6 � and the EBA 2 phases, _hen 3os Jelonged 
to a cultural assemJlage included in the south�
east Aegean�South_est Coastal Anatolian Region 
(SASCAR). 1n this period, the SASCAR shared 
mana common features _ith _est and e^en central 
Anatolian cultures, _hile links _ith Crete and the 
Greek mainland _ere limited. 3oan Local <radi�
tion classes continued to Je manufactured at least 
up until the end of  the LBA and remained the most 
_idespread component of  the island¼s ceramic as�
semJlage until LBA 111A�, after _hich 5acenaean 
<radition ^essels largela outnumJered all other 
potting traditions on 3os (>itale 20��" ������ # 
>itale 20� " ����2). Entangled <radition ceramics, 
on the other hand, _ere the outcome of  processes 
of  cultural fusion Jet_een local and 5inoan ce�
ramic traditions. <hea _ere manufactured on 3os 
from LBA 1A Earla to LBA 111A� and reÆect the 
occurrence of  intense contacts Jet_een 3os and 
Crete Jet_een the ��th and the earla �4th century 
B.C. (>itale 20� "  ���02).

4*A and -IA ceramics

1n this section, the LBA and E1A ceramics from 
5orricone¼s and 0ope Simpson and LazenJa¼s in�
^estigations in the Asklupis area are presented in 
chronological order, according to their morphol�
oga, decoration, pottera tradition, pro^enance, and 
function (taJ. 4). <hese materials are all unstrati�
fied and thus, for the purpose of  this studa, thea are 
presented and discussed as a single group, e^en if  
thea _ere retrie^ed in the conte`ts of  t_o differ�
ent tapes of  proRects (see >itale and 5orrison 20� " 
4�). Data concerning pro^enance are estaJlished 
Jased on the macroscopic analasis of  faJrics, sur�
face treatments, paints, and decorati^e choices. 

4*A IA
<_o fulla or nearla fulla preser^ed ^essels and 

one pottera fragment can Je assigned to the LBA 
1A Earla suJ�phase (taJ. 4). 1n addition, t_o _hole 
^essels and one Joda sherd can Je dated to the 
LBA 1A Earla to 5ature suJ�phases. 

<he first LBA 1A Earla ^essel Jelongs to the 
3oan Entangled <radition. 1t is a Painted .ine 
(P.) deep semigloJular cup _ith a ^ertical strap 
handle (fig. 4a). <his specimen is decorated _ith 
a _a^a Jand oJtained through the so�called 
dipped rim technique. P. deep semigloJular 
cups ha^e mana parallels at the nearJa settle�
ment of  the ¹Serraglioº, _here thea ha^e Jeen 
reco^ered from se^eral stratified LBA 1A Earla 

� >itale 20��# >itale 20� " 2���2# >itale et alii 20��" 2��, 
taJ. @># >itale and 5orrison 20��" ��, taJ.  "�# >itale 
and 5orrison 20� " 4�, taJ. 2.

� <he term ¹fineº refers to faJrics _ith inclusions no larger 
than 0.002 m. <he term ¹medium�coarseº designates 
faJrics _ith the largest inclusions ranging Jet_een 0.002 
and 0.004 m. <he term ¹coarseº indicates faJrics _ith 
inclusions larger than 0.004 m. .or these definitions, see 
also >itale 20��" ��� (_ith pre^ious references). 
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<aJ. �. 3oan Ceramic classification sastem" localla made classes (.6 � to L0 111C).

conte`ts from Joth 5orricone¼s and 5arketou¼s 
e`ca^ations (5arketou �!!0" �0�, fig. �"c# >itale 
20� " 2!,  �� �, !���02, col. pls. ��4, figs. !"e�h, 
��"e�n, 2!"c�e, pls. �"e�h,  "J�l, 24"c�e, _ith pre^i�
ous JiJliographa). 

<he second LBA 1A Earla ^essel from the 
Asklupis is a 5inoan =npainted 5edium�
Coarse (5i=5C) lamp _ith pinched spout (fig. 
4J) that is reminiscent of  5iddle 5inoan 111 to 
Late 5inoan 1A Earla specimens from 3ommos 
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<aJ. 2. 3oan Ceramic classification sastem" localla made Greek E1A classes. 

and 5allia on Crete (>an de 5oortel �!!�" 2���
2�4, no. C!0�!, fig. � # Darcque, >an de 5oor�
tel, and Schmidt 20�4" !�, no. 2�24�00�, pl. 
 �"c). <he handle of  the 3oan lamp is not pre�
ser^ed. <he Asklupis spouted lamp has se^eral 
close parallels from the nearJa settlement of  the 
¹Serraglioº, although none of  them come from a 
stratified conte`t (5orricone �!��" 2 �, fig. 24�). 
5i=5C lamps add to the assemJlage of  localla 
made Cretan tradition domestic shapes used on 
3os in the earla LBA period, the most popular 
of  _hich _ere 5inoan =npainted .ine (5i=.) 
conical cups, as _ell as 5i=5C fireJo`es, Jra�
ziers, and tripod cooking pots _ith Æat Jottoms 
(>itale 20��" ���, pls. �"a, c�f,  "d�e, g�i).

<he pottera fragment dating to LBA 1A Ear�
la is the Joda sherd from a 5inoan 1mported 
Painted .ine (5i1mpP.) closed shape decorated 
in a Light�on�Dark (LoD) polachrome technique, 
_hich includes the use of  added red paint (fig. 4c). 
<he preser^ed part features the ma`imum e`pan�
sion of  the ^essel and e`hiJits a red Jand framed 
Ja t_o _hite lines.

<he LBA 1A Earla to 5ature _hole ^essels 
consist of  a 5i=. conical cup of  .urumark 
Shape (.S) 204 (fig. 4d) and a linearla decorated 
Entangled <radition Painted 5edium�Coarse 
(P5C) Dark�on�Light (DoL) Jeaked Rug (fig. 4e). 
<he pottera fragment dating to LBA 1A Earla to 
5ature is the Joda sherd of  another linear En�
tangled <radition P5C DoL closed shape (fig. 
4f). Localla made 5i=. conical cups .S 204 
_ere e`tremela popular at the ¹Serraglioº, es�
pecialla in LBA 1A 5ature conte`ts. Similarla, 

3oan P5C ^essels ha^e mana parallels from the 
¹Serraglioº and the _ider Aegean, _here thea 
ha^e Jeen retrie^ed from a ^arieta of  stratified 
conte`ts. P5C shapes Jegan to Je manufactured 
on Kos in LBA IA Early and had their produc�
tion peak in LBA 1A 5ature, _here the Jest par�
allels for the Asklupis specimens Jelong (see 5ar�
ketou �!!0" �04# 5arketou 20�0" ��4# >itale 
20� " 2!��0,  ��!�, ! ��02, col. pls. ���, ��"a, 
�2"J, ��, figs. !"a�J, d, �0"J, ��"a�J, �2, ��"a�c, 
�����, � "a�f, �!�2 , �0�� , pls. �"a�J, d, 4"J, �"a�
J, ���,  "a, !��2, ��"a�f, �4�2�, _ith pre^ious JiJ�
liographa). 

As far as function is concerned, almost all the 
LBA 1A materials from the Asklupis Jelong to 
fine or medium�coarse taJle_are or taJle_are�
storage ^essels for drinking or ser^ing purpos�
es (taJ. 4). <he onla e`ception is the 5i=5C 
spouted lamp, _hich can Je classified as a do�
mestic utilitarian ^essel. 1t is interesting to notice 
that the LBA 1A pottera from the Asklupis re�
Æects e`clusi^ela 5inoan and Entangled tradi�
tions. All ̂ essels _ere localla made, e`cept for the 
5i1mpP. LoD polachrome closed shape, _hich 
is a Cretan import. 

4ate 0elladic (40) IIIA2 to 40 III* 
L0 111A2 and L0 111B sherds, dating to the 

Palatial phases of  5acenaean ci^ilization on the 
Greek mainland, are _ell represented at the Ask�
lupis (taJ. 4). 6o _hole ^essel assignaJle to these 
periods sur^i^es from the site. 

<he most common shape is the kali` .S 
2�4�2���2���2�� (fig. �a�d), _hich totals four 5a�
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<aJ. �. 3oan Ceramic classification sastem" significant imported LBA and E1A classes. 
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cenaean Unpainted Fine (MyUF) examples (Hope 
Simpson and Lazenby 1970: 57; Vitale 2021: 534, 
fig. 8). There are also: an unpainted (as preserved) 
base to a MyUF deep bowl FS 284, exclusively dat-
able within LH IIIB (fig. 5e); a rim sherd to a MyUF 
miscellaneous bowl (fig. 5f); and a monochrome (as 
preserved) everted rim to a Mycenaean Painted 
Fine (MyPF) stemmed krater FS 8/9 (fig. 5g). Fi-
nally, a short-everted rim sherd to a Mycenaean 
Unpainted Medium-Coarse (MyUMC) cooking 
jug or amphora FS 65/66 (fig. 5h) should also date 
between LH IIIA2 and LH IIIB.

Most of  the LH IIIA2 to LH IIIB materials from 
the Asklupis belong to fine tableware drinking/eat-
ing and mixing vessels (tab. 4). The only exception 
is represented by the MyUMC jug/amphora FS 
65/66, which can be classified as a domestic cook-
ing vessel. It is also worth noting that all LH IIIA2 
to LH IIIB vases from the Asklupis were locally 
made and reflect Mycenaean potting traditions. 

LH IIIC Middle/Late
At the Asklupis, the Postpalatial phases of  

Mycenaean civilization are represented by four 
fragments (tab. 4), all of  which belong to closed 
shapes (for LH IIIC Middle/Late pottery from 
Kos, see Mountjoy 1999: 1079-1081, figs. 1106-
1125, figs. 452-461; Vitale 2023). They include: a 
hollowed rim to a MyUF amphora/jug/hydria FS 
69/115/128 (fig. 6a); one MyPF amphora/jug/

hydria FS 69/106/128 decorated with a wavy 
band of  Furumark Motif  (FM) 53 on the handle 
(fig. 6b); one unidentified MyPF body sherd with 
an unknown patterned decoration (fig. 6c); and 
one unidentified MyPF body sherd with a linear 
decoration (fig. 6d). The amphorae/jugs/hydriae 
FS 69/106/115/128 can both be stylistically as-
signed to LH IIIC Middle/Late. As far as the un-
painted fragment is concerned, such a chronologi-
cal placement is based on the occurrence of  the 
hollowed rim (fig. 6a). In the case of  the patterned 
fragment, the LH IIIC Middle/Late date is based 
on the wavy band FM 53 decoration and the sur-
face treatment (fig. 6b). The latter is typical of  the 
final phases of  LH IIC on Kos, when motifs were 
often executed with a shiny black to brown paint 
on a yellow slipped background (Vitale 2023: 69-
70, figs. 13-14). 

The other two body sherds from closed shapes 
(fig. 6c-d) have a similar surface treatment to 
that of  the patterned amphora/jug/hydria FS 
69/106/128. For this reason, they should also be 
assigned to the LH IIIC Middle/Late phase, al-
though an earlier date within LH IIIC cannot be 
completely ruled out. 

All the LH IIIC Middle/Late materials from 
the Asklupis belong to fine tableware or table-
ware/storage serving vessels (tab. 4). They also all 
reflect Mycenaean potting traditions and were all 
locally made. 

Tab. 4. Tabular catalogue of LBA and EIA pottery finds.
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.ig. 4. LBA 1A pottera from the Asklupis (5. Rossin, S. Regio, A. <recarichi, C. 5c6amee, <. Ross, and C. 3olJ).
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-IA
<he onla fragment from the Asklupis dating 

to this period is the Joda sherd from a Greek E1A 
Painted .ine (GeiP.) closed shape decorated _ith 
�� concentric circles (taJ. 4# fig. �e). <his piece can 
Je stalisticalla assigned to the Late Protogeometric 
(LPG) phase. 1n terms of  function, the GeiP. ^es�
sel from the Asklupis is a taJle_are�storage ser^ing 
^essel (taJ. 4# for LPG pottera from 3os, see 5or�
ricone �! 2# Lemos 2002" 22�2�, pls. � ��!# >itale 
202�). 1t _as localla manufactured follo_ing tradi�
tions and stales originating on the Greek mainland.

4*A Small finds

1n addition to pottera, t_o LBA straa Jronze 
tools (fig. �) _ere also reco^ered at the Asklupis, a 
¹Jalance scaleº and an ¹ear�scoopº (>itale 20�!" 
��, ��, taJ. 4, pl. 4"J�c). <he former consisted of  
a chain and a pan (fig. �a), _hile the latter _as 
pro^ided _ith a spoon�like end on one side and a 
tip on the other and _as decorated _ith multiple 
groo^es (fig. �J). Balance scales are kno_n from 
LBA tomJs and hoards from the Greek mainland, 
Crete, and Caprus. <he Asklupis ear�scoop is ^era 

similar to another straa specimen from the ¹Ser�
raglioº, dating to the LBA (Black_ell 20��" 2��, 
2��, 4�2�4��, fig. �"��2# >itale et alii 20��" 2�2, 
taJ. @1@, fig. 2�"k# >itale 20�!" ��). 

A _eighing function has Jeen suggested for 
Jalance scales, _hile a cosmetic purpose has Jeen 
proposed for ear�scoops, although scholars do 
not unanimousla agree on _hat the actual use of  
these items _as, Jesides their traditional names. 
1t has Jeen hapothesized that the Asklupis speci�
mens could ha^e Jeen used in connection to one�
another, _ith the content of  the spoon�like end 
of  the ear�scoop Jeing poured and�or spread on 
the Jalance pan, in order to Je _eighted (>itale 
20�!" ��). <his suggestion remains highla specula�
ti^e, considering that the find spot of  each of  these 
items is unkno_n. ?hile the LBA chronologa as�
signed to the Asklupis small finds is certainla cor�
rect, it is impossiJle to pro^ide a more precise date 
_ithin this Jroad range for these oJRects. 

Discussion and final statements

<he materials presented in this article pro^ide 
useful information aJout human acti^ities in the 

.ig. �. L0 111A2 to L0 111B pottera from the Asklupis (5. Rossin, C. 3olJ, <. Ross, and C. 5c6amee).
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.ig. �. L0 111C 5iddle�Late and LPG pottera from the Asklupis (5. Rossin, S. Regio, A. <recarichi, and <. Ross).

Asklupis area Jet_een the ��th and the �0th cen�
tura B.C. (taJ. 4). <hea indicate that the site _as 
surela used for most of  the LBA and in the E1A 

(taJ. �). <hea also sho_ that reco^ered ceramic 
fragments _ere almost all localla manufactured 
and Jelonged to se^eral distinct potting tradi�
tions, including Entangled, 5inoan, 5acenaean, 
and Greek E1A classes. 1n the a^ailaJle sample, 
the lack of  3oan Local <radition ^essels is note�
_ortha. 5oreo^er, e`cept for the 5i=5C lamp 
and the 5a=5C cooking Rug�amphora .S 
�����, all e`amined sherds _ere taJle_are or 
taJle_are�storage ^essels for eating, drinking, or 
ser^ing purposes. 

<hese data must all Je considered in the light 
of  the Jiases affecting the e^idence at our disposal. 
<he lack of  Local <radition ̂ essels and the scanti�
ness of  domestic shapes, co^ering storage, cook�
ing, and other miscellaneous utilitarian functions, 
are most likela due to the sample size, as _ell as 
to 5orricone¼s discard and 0ope Simpson and 

.ig. �. LBA small finds from the Asklupis (S. Regio 
and <. Ross).



The Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age chronological sequence from the site of the Asklupis in the northeast Koan region �!

LazenJa¼s collection strategies. Af�
ter e`ca^ations, 5orricone maa ha^e 
simpla gotten rid of  most unpainted 
and medium�coarse to coarse sherds, 
especialla if  not immediatela resem�
Jling 5inoan, 5acenaean, and E1A 
shapes. 0ope Simpson and LazenJa 
maa ha^e operated in similar _aas, 
picking up mostla painted fragments 
or fine unpainted feature sherds. 

<he aJsence of  LBA 11�LBA 
111A�, L0 111C Earla, Earla Protoge�
ometric, and 5iddle Protogeometric 
materials should not Je considered as 
definiti^e proof  for occupational gaps 
in these periods (taJs. 4��), Jut rather 
as the outcome of  the limited numJer 
of  a^ailaJle materials and the dearth 
of  conte`tual data. 1n fact, repre�
sented phases, including LBA 1A, L0 111A2 to 
L0 111B, L0 111C 5iddle�Late, and LPG (taJs. 
4��), maa simpla reÆect the most intense periods 
of  cultural, demographic, economic, and socio�
political e`pansion at the nearJa maRor settle�
ments of  the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon 
(figs. �, �)�. <he emphasis in the occurrence of  
5inoan and Entangled <radition ^essels dur�
ing LBA IA and in the presence of  Mycenaean 
<radition ^essels during the time span Jet_een 
L0 111A2 and L0 111C 5iddle�Late also follo_s 
similar cultural trends to those kno_n from the 
¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon (>itale et alii 
202�" �22��24, figs. ���2�, taJs. @11, @1># >itale, 
5c6amee, and Dudlik 2022" ������ , ��0���2, 
_ith pre^ious JiJliographa). 

Recent field_ork Ja 3ASP has demonstrated 
the e`istence of  a comple` net_ork of  second tier 
sites in the northeast 3oan region, _hich _ere or�
ganized around these t_o urJan centers (>itale et 
alii 202�" ������!, figs. !, ��). ?hile Aaios Pante�
leimon _as larger than the ¹Serraglioº, the hier�
archa Jet_een these settlements still needs to Je 
fulla estaJlished. 1t is e^ident, ho_e^er, that the 
¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon controlled the 
_estern and eastern ends of  the _ide gulf  e`tend�
ing from Cape Ammoudia, also kno_n as LamJi, 
and Cape Louros (figs. �, �). 1n this respect, thea 
did not onla o^erlook the rich agricultural resourc�

es of  the northeast 3oan allu^ial plain, Jut also 
controlled the economicalla crucial trade routes 
that connected Rhodes and 5iletus ^ia 3os (>i�
tale et alii 202�). 

Current data suggest that during phases of  
gro_th at the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Panteleimon, 
the numJer of  LBA secondara sites around them 
also increased, marking an e`pansion of  dispersed 
small rural locations on the pediment, as _ell as 
on the hill slopes and ridges of  5ount Dikaios (>i�
tale et alii 202�" �2���2�). As indicated Ja the ma�
terials presented in this article, the Asklupis must 
ha^e Jeen one of  these locations and possiJla one 
of  the most acti^e and enduring sites. 

<he importance of  the Asklupis during the 
LBA and the E1A (taJ. �) _as possiJla Jased on 
three distinct factors. .irst, the site _as kno_n 
since the .6 � to EBA 2, _hen it represented one 
of  the most ^iJrant ^illages on northeast 3os (>i�
tale and 5orrison 20� " �0���). Second, Jecause 
of  the natural resources pro^ided Ja its region, in�
cluding access to fresh _aters, grazing lands, and 
ra_ materials for the manufacture of  pottera and 
stone tools, the Asklupis maa ha^e pro^ided a con�
^enient seasonal Jase for different tapes of  LBA 
and E1A acti^ities centered around the ¹Serra�
glioº and Aaios Panteleimon. Last Jut not least, in 
times of  percei^ed danger, the naturalla protected 
location of  the Asklupis, o^erlooking the channel 
that separates 3os from Anatolia, _ould ha^e pro�
^ided a ^aluaJle shelter for the communities nor�
malla residing at the t_o larger northeast 3oan 
settlements of  the ¹Serraglioº and Aaios Pantelei�
mon (see 5c6amee et alii 202�"  �� 4). 

Concluding this Jrief  contriJution, one final 
oJser^ation can Je added concerning the Jroader 

<aJ. �. <he .6 � to LPG chronological sequence at the Asklupis.

� >itale et alii 20��" 2� �24�, 24��24�, 2� �2�!# >itale, 
5c6amee, and Dudlik 2022" �������, ������2# 5c�
6amee and >itale 2020" 240�244# >itale 202�" �2!��4�, 
�������.
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implications of  SELAP¼s research. Besides the 
chronological sequence of  the Asklupis, this ar�
ticle demonstrates ho_, through ne_ multidisci�
plinara approaches, the dormant ^alue in legaca 
data can Je re^i^ed and pro^ide fresh insights into 
current cultural questions (e.g. trends in LBA and 
E1A 3oan settlement patterns). 1ndeed, as long as 
Jiases are criticalla considered and interpretati^e 
efforts are kept _ithin the Joundaries dra_n Ja 
the limited data set, old archaeological in^estiga�
tions can still Je rele^ant for our current under�
standing of  ancient human societies.
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